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NARRATOR
Harold Swerg….could hit a baseball farther than any man alive.    

CROWD

Ooooo!

NARRATOR
Harold Swerg…could kick a football farther than any man alive.   

CROWD

Oooo!

NARRATOR
Harold Swerg…could run the mile faster than any man alive.

CROWD

Oooo!

NARRATOR
Only….

CROWD

Huh?

NARRATOR
…he wouldn’t.

CROWD

Uh.

NARRATOR

Baseball and football magnates came to Harold Swerg.  They said:

MAGNATE 1

Sign with us!  You’ll have money!

MAGNATE 2

Status!

MAGNATE 3

Glory!

MAGNATE 4

GIRLS!

NARRATOR

Track and field magnates came to Harold Swerg.  They said:

MAGNATE 1

Sign with us!  You’ll have free transportation!

MAGNATE 2

Lots of banquets!

MAGNATE 3

A team jacket with your name on it!

MAGNATE 4

GIRLS!

NARRATOR

And to all of them Harold Swerg replied:

HAROLD

No!  Go away!

NARRATOR

He just wanted to make his living as…a filing clerk.

HAROLD

I don’t like the sport business.  I like the filing clerk business.  The sport business doesn’t present a challenge.  The filing clerk business presents a challenge.  Someday, I may…

CROWD

Yes?

HAROLD

…make bookkeeper!

CROWD

 (unenthusiastically)
Wow.

NARRATOR

So, the baseball magnates and the football magnates and the track-and-field magnates all got together and issued a press release.

ALL MAGNATES

(in football huddle)

Break!  (clap hands, display sign reading:  “Harold Swerg won’t play the game!”)
NARRATOR
And the people read the press release and said…
CROWD MEMBER 1

Obviously any man who does not play the game is against the game!

CROWD

Yeah!

CROWD MEMBER 2

And if he is against the game he is against fair play!

CROWD

Yeah!

CROWD MEMBER 3

And if he is against fair play he is against our way of life!

CROWD

Boo!!!!

NARRATOR

To all of which Harold Swerg replied:

HAROLD

Leave me alone.

NARRATOR

And that is where things seemed to settle.

PERSON 1

Then the new Olympics were announced!  Russia was to have its greatest team ever!

PERSON 2

It has someone who can hit a baseball farther than anybody!

PERSON 3

It has someone who can kick a football farther than anybody!

PERSON 4

It has someone who can run a mile faster than anybody!

CROWD

Wait till we tell the State Department!

NARRATOR

The State Department called a conference.

STATE DEPT. LEADER

Harold Swerg must enter the Olympics!
NARRATOR

So they sent a representative…who returned with a message.

STATE DEPT. LEADER

(reading message)

No.

NARRATOR

So they checked his loyalty file.

1ST BUREAUCRAT

He’s never belonged to anything!

2ND BUREAUCRAT

Anything?

3RD BUREAUCRAT

Anything!

NARRATOR

And that seemed to be the answer.  Harold Swerg was just not interested in belonging.  The Secretary of State went to see him.

STATE DEPT. LEADER

But you’ve got to belong!  Everyone belongs to something!

HAROLD

Not me.

NARRATOR

They sent a bunch of Congressmen.

CONGRESSMAN 1

It’s the rule of a democracy that the majority decides.  A majority has decided they want you to play in the Olympics.  Are you trying to crumble our foundations?

HAROLD

I’m just trying to be left alone.

CROWD

Boo!

NARRATOR 

And he sent them away.  Congress threatened to draft him into the Olympics.  Finally, there came a special appeal from the President.
PRESIDENT

Do you want us to lose?

HAROLD

So that’s what’s bothering everybody.  But what’s wrong with losing?  It’s only a game.

NARRATOR

Everyone was thrown into confusion.

EVERYONE

(confusion noises)

HAROLD

Losing is just the other side of winning.  Somebody has to do it.

PRESIDENT

Don’t listen!  Don’t listen!

NARRATOR

And they all closed their ears.  The public expressed their outrage.  They booed.

EVERYONE

Booooooo!

NARRATOR

They hissed.

EVERYONE

Hssssss!

NARRATOR

They burned Olympic torches on his lawn.  Then one day, just when things were at their hottest…

CROWD

Owh!

NARRATOR

Harold Swerg came away from his filing cabinet and said…

HAROLD

All right.  I’ll play.

REPORTER

Swerg will play!

NARRATOR

The country was electrified.

CROWD

Swerg will play!

NARRATOR

Both political parties claimed credit.  And so the games began!  The first event was who could hit a baseball the farthest.  The Russian Peoples Farthest Baseball Hero Smedyakov went first.

ANNOUNCER

912 feet…….6 inches!

CROWD

Oooo!

NARRATOR

Harold Swerg went second.

CROWD

Ahh?

ANNOUNCER

912 feet…..6 inches!

CROWD

Ohhh..

NARRATOR

The next event was who could kick a football the farthest.  The Russian People’s Hero Kicker Brosnokopski went first.

ANNOUNCER

310 yards, 4 feet, 1 inch!

CROWD

Oooo.

NARRATOR

Harold Swerg went second.

CROWD

Ahh?

ANNOUNCER

310 yards, 4 feet, 1 inch!

NARRATOR

Grumblings of discontent began to murmur through the crowd.

CROWD

Grumble Grumble Grumble

NARRATOR

The last event was the mile.  Harold Swerg’s opponent was Russian People’s Fastest Hero Runner Alive Kchawelshkov.  

ANNOUNCER

It’s a tie!

CROWD

WHAAAAT?!!!?

ANNOUNCER

I said, “It’s a tie!”

NARRATOR

Harold Swerg was called before the judge.

JUDGE

Harold Swerg!  You were not giving it your all!

HAROLD

I certainly was!

JUDGE

Then why didn’t you win?

HAROLD

Winning doesn’t take my all.  Equaling takes my all.

JUDGE

How’s that?  How’s that?

HAROLD

Let’s see you try and kick a football exactly 310 yards, 4 feet, 1 inch.  It was quite a challenge.  I wasn’t sure I could do it.

NARRATOR

But the judge didn’t quite understand.

HAROLD

Anybody who wants any record equaled….come on around!

PERSON 1

But nobody came around.

PERSON 2

Because nobody is interested in having records equaled.

NARRATOR

So they left Harold Swerg alone.

HAROLD

Which was exactly the way he wanted it.

End

